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666 AND THE MAN OF SIN
Johnie Scaggs

INTRODUCTION1

Many Bible scholars list 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 and Revelation
13:11-18 among the most difficult passages to understand. The lack of
understanding of these verses has caused, and will continue to cause,
much confusion about the coming of the Lord and the things which are
related to that event.

Premillennialists have taken 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 and Revelation
13:11-18, along with many other passages, and done untold damage to
the cause of Christ. They would have us believe that these verses are
speaking of a modern-day entity, a person who will be revealed before
the Lord returns. Their views as to who that person is have changed
throughout the ages. This is due to the fact that the person(s) whom
they have designated as being the man of sin (or Antichrist) has come
and gone, but the end of ages has not happened. In modern times, they
have named such men as Saddam Hussein, Osama Bin Laden, George
Bush, ad infinitum. Theories as to who or what the Antichrist is
abound. Roderick C. Meredith writes:

After September 11, 2001, many began to wonder: is the sinister
Osama bin Laden the prophesied end-time “Antichrist”? A
decade earlier, some had suspected that Saddam Hussein was the
Antichrist. Before him, suspicion had fallen on Mikhail Gorba-
chev. Even today, some consider Adolf Hitler the personification
of the Antichrist.
Surrounded by these ideas—and this confusion—can we really
know? Can it be proved from the Bible who or what the “Anti-
christ” really is?
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Remember, men have all kinds of theories about this subject.
Recently, evangelical leader Jerry Falwell opined that the
coming Antichrist will probably be Jewish, and that he will be
from the tribe of Dan. What Mr. Falwell apparently does not
understand is that the Israelitish tribe of Dan split off from
Judah—or the “Jews”—thousands of years ago, and is an
entirely different people!
Historically, most Protestant theologians of past generations
assumed that the pope of Rome was the “Antichrist.” In fact, the
primary human founder of Protestantism, Martin Luther,
declared on August 18, 1520: “We here are of the conviction that
the papacy is the seat of the true and real Antichrist” (The
Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, LeRoy Froom. Vol. 2, p. 121).2

There are some things we can know with certainty about these
verses. However, there are also some things about which we cannot be
dogmatic. As we develop this lesson, hopefully, we will be able to
understand these things. That being said, we should understand that
while we cannot be dogmatic about some things connected with these
verses, we can know and refute the false doctrines men attempt to
support with these verses.

PAUL’S REASON FOR WRITING THE LETTER
Commenting on 2 Thessalonians, F.F. Bruce wrote: “If any section

can claim to be described as the ‘body’ of this letter, it is 2:1-12. This
is not only the most distinctive feature of 2 Thessalonians; it probably
represents the purpose of the letter: what precedes leads up to it and
what follows leads on from it.”3

The reason for writing to the church at Thessalonica was because
of their lack of understanding about the Second Coming of the Lord.
Paul had already addressed this issue in his first letter, but it would
seem that either they did not understand completely or someone had
written something which contradicted what Paul had written. In chapter
2, and verses 1-3, Paul uses three phrases: 1) “gathering together unto
him” (Jesus Christ), 2) “day of Christ is at hand,” and 3) “day shall not
come.” All of these phrases are a reference to the Second Coming of
the Lord, or the end of time when Jesus shall be revealed: “In flaming
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess. 1:8). We must always
remember that Paul is addressing things he had previously mentioned
in his first letter. So, when Paul speaks of the “gathering together unto
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him” or the “day of Christ,” et cetera, he is speaking about the same
event he discussed in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, i.e., the Second Coming
of the Lord. He is not speaking about some so-called “rapture” as some
would have us to believe.

Premillennialism’s so-called “rapture” doctrine is not taught in the
Bible. However, many have taken Paul’s statement and vainly tried to
support that false doctrine. F.F. Bruce wrote: “It is remarkable,
nevertheless, that (according to Kelly, Rapture, 5-8) J.N. Darby
recorded that it was 2 Thess. 2:1, 2 which, about 1830, ‘made me
understand the rapture of the saints before—perhaps a considerable
time before—the day of the Lord (that is, before the judgment of the
living).’”4

In verse 2, Paul makes an appeal to the brethren to not be “soon
shaken in mind.” Paul wants the brethren to remain on course, to be
steadfast. Leon Morris wrote:

He employs two expressions for the kind of weakness he wants
them to avoid. The first, “that ye be not quickly shaken from
your mind,” directs attention to the possibility of being caught up
by a sudden excitement. The adverb “quickly” does not mean,
“after a short period,” as though pointing to their forsaking the
true position soon after reaching it. Rather, it has reference to the
quality of the action. Its force is “hastily,” “precipitately” (cf. its
use in 1 Tim. 5:22). The verb is in the aorist, which points rather
to a sudden action than one that is continuous. It is a verb which
is often used of literal shaking, the motion produced by wind and
wave, and especially violent motion ... Putting all this together
then, Paul is urging them in the first instance to that stability,
which will enable them to withstand any sudden shock or
discovery.
The second weakness is that of being “troubled.” This time the
verb is in the present and denotes a continuing state. Our Lord
used it, saying, “when ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars,
be not troubled” (Mark 13:7). It describes a state of “jumpiness,”
or of worry. Just as some are easily thrown off balance, so others
can fall into a state of constant fretting. Paul wants neither of
these states in his converts.”5

In the latter part of verse 2, Paul states that he does not want them
to be troubled, “neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us.”
It would seem that someone had troubled them. However, we are not
told who it was. What Paul is about to write concerning “that day” is
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the truth on the matter. It is the Word of God, and the brethren are to
live by it and not let anyone or anything else trouble them regarding it.

In verse 3, Paul says: “Let no man deceive you by any means.”
Paul has already stated the three ways someone might deceive them: 1)
“by spirit,” 2) “by word,” or 3) “by letter as from us.” Any way they
might be deceived by anyone is to be avoided at all costs. Deception is
always possible. Therefore, we must always be on guard. In the earliest
days of the church, men attempted to deceive others with lies, claiming
to do miracles by the authority of Jesus. Paul spoke of these, saying
their “coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders” (2 Thess. 2:9). Unfortunately, we still have their
descendants with us. Jesus said: “Take heed that no man deceive you.
For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall
deceive many” (Mt. 24:4-5).

Before the Lord returns, first, there will be “a falling away,” and
second, the “man of sin ... the son of perdition” shall be revealed,
(2 Thess. 2:3). Premillennialists believe that the “falling away”
references to a rebellion just before the end of time. F.F. Bruce writes:
“Since the reference here is to a world-wide rebellion against divine
authority at the end of the age, the ideas of political revolt and religious
apostasy are combined.”6

Premillennialists want us to believe that rebellion is political in
nature and will be a world-wide event which will take place just before
the end of time. Yet, nowhere in the context of 2 Thessalonians does
Paul speak of it being a political rebellion, or of it being a world-wide
event, or of it being an event that takes place shortly before the end of
time. Speaking to Pilate, Jesus said: “My kingdom is not of this world:
if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that
I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from
hence” (Jn. 18:36). The Lord’s kingdom is and has always been
spiritual in nature. Never has it been, nor will it ever be, political.
Premillennialists insert their doctrine into the text, making it say what
it was never intended to say, instead of letting the Bible speak for itself.

The text simply says, “that day shall not come, except there come
a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdi-
tion” (2 Thess. 2:3). Before the Lord’s Second Coming, there will be
a falling away. The falling away in this verse refers to a spiritual
rebellion, a departure from the Word of God, and some in the church
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going into apostasy. Regarding the words used in this verse, Jamieson,
Fausset and Brown says:

a falling away —rather as the Greek, “the falling away,” or
“apostasy,” namely, the one of which “I told you” before (2 Th.
2:5), “when I was yet with you,” and of which the Lord gave
some intimation (Mat. 24:10-12; Joh. 5:43).7

Strong shows that the words “falling away” in this text come from the
Greek word apostasia, and that it means: “defection from truth
(properly the state), (‘apostasy’).”8

Paul is not the first inspired writer to mention such a “falling
away.” Numerous references to an apostasy are found in the New
Testament (cf. Mt. 7:15-23; Mk. 13:22, 23; Acts 20:29-31; 2 Cor. 11:3;
1 Tim. 4:1-5; 2 Tim. 3:1-8; 2 Tim. 4:3-5; 2 Pet. 2:1-3; 2 Pet. 3:1-7;
Rev. 17:3-6; 18:1-5). Mark 13:22, “For false Christs and false prophets
shall rise, and shall shew signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were
possible, even the elect,” sounds very similar to Paul’s statements in
2 Thessalonians 2:9. The Holy Spirit has always revealed that there will
be those who will not hold steadfastly to the truth. 2 Thessalonians is
not something new to us, but to the first century church it was some-
thing new. They did not have written copies of all the New Testament
as we do, therefore, they could not read and study the subject as we
can. Since we do have all that has been revealed from God, there is no
excuse for the many false doctrines which have spread throughout the
world regarding the “man of sin.”

WHO IS THE MAN OF SIN?
Ideas about the identity of “the man of sin” are many and varied.

However, the two most widely held views are: 1) “the man of sin” was
the Roman Emperor Nero, and 2) “the man of sin” is the one occupying
the throne of the papacy. From the Protestant Reformation unto this
day, a majority of the commentators have held that Paul is speaking of
the papacy when he refers to “the man of sin.”

I do not believe Paul is speaking of Nero (or any other Roman
Emperor) as being “the man of sin.” The main reason for this is that
“the man of sin” appears in connection with the falling away. He
ascension in power seems to be a part of the church’s apostasy and
rebellion against God. Remember, Paul is warning the brethren about
someone who is deceiving them about the Second Coming of the Lord.
Many New Testament passages sound warnings about the false teachers
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who are within the body of Christ. None other than the “apostle of
love,” John said: “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into
the world” (1 Jn. 4:1).

I share David Lipscomb’s conclusion relative to the identity of “the
man of sin.” He states:

The Scriptures give no clear evidence of what the mystery of
iniquity was, save that it was to become the man of sin, “the
lawless one, who opposeth and exalteth himself against all that
is ... worshiped ... sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself
forth as God.” But it is universally agreed that it means an
apostasy in the church would take place before the day of the
Lord, or the judgment of the world, should come. A power
would arise in the church that would turn away from the law of
God, that would exalt itself into the place of God. God’s place is
to make laws for his people. This power would take this author-
ity on itself and change and modify the laws of God. So it is said
to sit in the temple of God, to exalt and oppose God as the only
ruler and lawgiver, and set itself forth as the rival of God ... I
have been inclined to believe that it applies to a principle rather
than a development of that principle. The principle was the claim
to make laws for the church of God. To do this is to sit in his
seat, to show by his acts that he is God, the lawmaker; that he is
above the law, or is lawless. If it applies to a principle, the
Roman Church, or the papacy, is one development of this
principle, the Greek Church is another, the Church of England is
another, and every church of organization in religion that grows
out of man’s adding to, taking from, or changing the order of
God is an outgrowth or development of the same principle.”9

Leon Morris notes:
Associated with the rebellion is the person who is traditionally
known as “the man of sin.” This title is so universally used that
it is probably impossible to substitute another. But the better
manuscripts read “man of lawlessness” instead of “man of sin.”
This fits in with the words used in vv. 7-8, whereas the tradi-
tional rendering obscures the connection of thought.10

When one compares other verses in the Bible with this same
language he will find some very interesting parallels. Look at the
language of Isaiah 14:3ff. The one spoken of there is the King of
Babylon (v. 4). In verse 12, he is identified as “Lucifer, son of the
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morning.” The King of Babylon said in his heart that he “will ascend
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High”
(Isa. 14:13-14). The language here is the same as in 2 Thessalonians
2:1-12. Would the King of Babylon literally ascend into heaven? No.
Would he actually exalt his throne above the stars of God? No. These
things are not to be taken literal. They are figures of speech which
describe how far the King of Babylon had fallen and how he had set
himself up as a god. The same language is used by Paul in his letter to
the Thessalonians. Both passages are expressing the same concept that
when one sets himself above God, his fall is certain. The “man of sin,”
or the “man of lawlessness,” is this man. He sits himself above God and
all that is good, but he will be destroyed.

John wrote: “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law:
for sin is the transgression of the law” (1 Jn. 3:4). In John’s terms, “the
man of sin” or the “man of lawlessness” could be said to be anyone
who transgresses the law of God. To fail to conform to the law of God
is to be lawless. That is what the “man of sin” will do. He will not
conform to the law of God. The “man of sin ... opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God”
(2 Thess. 2:3-4). The “man of sin” is “after the working of Satan with
all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish” (2 Thess. 2:9-10). The power,
signs and wonders that the “man of sin” has are all based on lies. His
power and the signs and wonders are not real, they are deceptive. They
appear to be real and they will deceive the righteous unless they are
watching out for them. If one allows himself to be deceived by these
lying wonders because he does not have the truth in his heart, God will
let him believe the lies the “man of sin” unleashes on the world.

I believe that the phrase ‘the man of sin” is not referring to a
particular man, but to man in general; i.e., to the man who is lawless.
The man who being lead by the spirit of Satan, forsakes the Lord to
transgress the law of God is “the man of sin.” If I were speaking about
“the man of faith,” I would not be referring to any particular man, but
to man in general. I would include all men who are faithful to God.
Likewise, when one speaks of “the man of sin” or “the man of lawless-
ness,” he is speaking about all those who would establish themselves
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as an authority over the teaching of God. Does this mean that the pope
is the man of sin? Absolutely. However, it also means that all those
who came out of the Catholic Church during the Reformation Move-
ment and established their own brands of religion are described by the
phrase, “the man of sin.” “The man of sin” is anyone and everyone who
exalts himself above God.

Paul says the “mystery of iniquity [lawlessness] doth already work”
(2 Thess. 2:7). Whoever the “man of sin” is, Paul says that he is already
working his way toward the rebellion. The word “mystery” gives us the
idea that he is hidden at the present time, but he is working and
attempting to unveil himself. This helps us to understand that the “man
of sin” is not some future person or world leader who will be revealed
just prior to the end of time. Rather, it is someone or something that is
at work at the time of the writing.

Paul reveals that there is a force holding back the rebellion and/or
the “man of sin.” He says: “And now ye know what withholdeth that
he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth
already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of
the way” (2 Thess. 2:6-7). He does not tell us who or what the
restraining force is. It is now in place, but when that force is removed
the “man of sin” or the “mystery of the lawlessness” will be able to run
without hindrance.

It is popularly believed that the “restraining force” was the Roman
Emperor. Many think this because the Roman Emperor was a restrain-
ing force when it came to the Jews persecuting the early church. In the
first few years of the church’s existence on earth, the Roman Emperor
did restrain the various nations from doing greater harm to Christianity
as a whole. It is true that for a time the Roman Emperors made laws
which aided Christianity (and other religious groups), as long as they
gave honor to the Emperor. If one accepts this view, then it would
follow that the “man of sin” would have to come from the Jewish
nation. Some would agree with this saying the “temple” (v. 4) is a
reference to the temple of the Jews. Thus, the “man of sin” would come
from the temple of the Jews. Be that as it may, I have not seen enough
evidence to support this idea. At one time the “temple” referred to the
place of God’s presence, but now, at the time of this writing, God’s
presences is in the church. Thus, the temple must refer to the church as
it does in many other places in the New Testament (cf. 1 Cor. 3:16-19;
2 Cor. 6:16; Eph. 2:21). I should also point out that there is insufficient
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evidence to support the notion that the restraining force was the Roman
Emperor. After all, some of the worst persecutions experienced by
Christians were executed by the Roman Emperors.

I believe that the restraining force is Paul. He could be referring to
the apostolic age, a time when miracles still existed. When one thinks
about someone or something hindering the “man of sin” or “the man of
lawlessness,” was not Paul doing that very thing at the time he was
writing his second letter to Thessalonica? In most of Paul’s letters he
addresses problems brought about by those who were teaching false
doctrines. In 2 Thessalonians he addresses false teaching as it relates to
the Second Coming of Christ. As long as Paul was alive and throughout
the apostolic age, those who taught error were held at bay. However
with all the apostles gone and the apostolic age coming to an end, the
“mystery of iniquity” (lawlessness) would come forth and be revealed.
Lipscomb said: “My judgment is that Paul was the person who
hindered or restrained the development of the man of sin and he says
he would continue to restrain so long as he lived. When he died, or was
taken out of the way, then the mystery of iniquity without hindrance
would do his work and develop himself.”11

We may never know in this life who “the man of sin” is. Still, we
can be certain that he fights against all that is right and true. He will not
conform to the law of God. He will endeavor to deceive the very elect.
Understand this though, he will be destroyed. Paul says: “And then
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the
spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming”
(2 Thess. 2:8). Paul also calls him the “son of perdition” (v. 3), which
means he is doomed to destruction. Make no mistake. The Lord will
overcome Satan and all those who exalt themselves above God.
Speaking of the end of time, John declares:

And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men,
and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman,
and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks
of the mountains; And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on
us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath
is come; and who shall be able to stand? (Rev. 6:15-17).

WHO IS THE MAN WHOSE NUMBER IS 666?
Revelation is a book filled with difficult passages. While some

passages are more easily understood, others create a greater challenge.
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One of the more difficult passages is Revelation 13:17-18. There, John
penned: “And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark,
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name. Here is wisdom.
Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is
the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and
six.” From this, we learn of a man whose number is 666. Much has
been written and said about the man whose number is 666. Yet, after all
that has been written and said on this subject, there are still many
questions.

When the number 666 appears, it gets people’s attention. Many
people avoid using it. People in the checkout lines of grocery stores
have been known to put something back or buy something more if their
total comes up to $6.66. They do not want to be associated with the
number 666. To them, that is Satan’s number and anyone linked with
that number is connected to the Devil himself. “At President Ronald
Reagan’s request, the address on the mail box in front of his future
residence after stepping down as President was changed from 666 Saint
Cloud Drive to 668 because of the connotation surrounding ‘666.’
Some believe ‘666' is the symbol of the devil.”12

Revelation 13 is a study of two beasts. The first beast is discussed
in verses 1-10, and the second beast is treated in verses 11-18. The first
beast gets his power from the dragon (v. 2). The dragon is Satan, the
Devil (cf. Rev. 12:9). Most agree that the first beast symbolizes godless
civil power. In the context of John’s time, the first beast is symbolic of
the power of Rome.

The second beast, the earth beast, I believe symbolizes the religious
world in general which supports that which is godless. This includes
the Catholic Church and all other religious organizations which are not
the Lord’s church. This beast gives off the image of the lamb, but
speaks as a dragon (v. 11). He is deceitful and not at all what he
appears to be. The earth beast causes the earth and them who dwell on
the earth to worship the first beast (v. 12). All that he does is done with
the intent of deceiving those who dwell on the earth to worship the
image of the beast—those who will not do so are killed (vv. 12-15).
Verses 16-18 reveal that the beast has the authority to administer a
mark upon all those who worshiped the first beast. Those bearing this
mark are given free access to all that they needed. They may come and
go as they please and conduct business as needed. On the other hand,
those who do not wear the mark are not given such freedoms. They are
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open to persecution and discrimination because they would not worship
the first beast. It is the age-old struggle between good and evil.

THE MARK OF THE BEAST
What is the mark of the beast? Throughout the ages men have

considered the mark to be many different things. Today, some say the
mark is one’s Social Security number or his bank account number.
Quite a few say that if you use the internet, you are assigned an internet
identification code and that code is actually the mark of the beast.

In his introduction to the book of Romans, Homer Hailey wrote:
Here is another counterpart to divine action: as God had sealed
His people unto Himself by impressing His own name and the
name of the Lamb upon their foreheads (7:3; 9:4; 14:1), and has
promised to write His name upon the foreheads of the victors
(3:12; 22:4), so the beast imitates this by requiring all to indicate
their allegiance to him by a mark upon their right hand or upon
their forehead. This “mark” (charagma) was a stamp, etching,
engraving, or impress; it could be an engraved stone or a brand
on a horse or a slave. In “causing” this to be done, the beast
established a policy which required that they all be marked.
There would be no exception; “the small and the great, and the
rich and the poor, and the free and the bond,” would include all
from the highest official to the lowest slave.
It is difficult to determine what the mark was. Was it a literal
stamp or brand impressed upon the hand or forehead? Or is the
language a figurative expression of a physical object which
individuals carried with them, corresponding to modern identifi-
cation cards? It is also possible that the language is used
metaphorically of the devotion to the emperor in mind or deed
and service. As Ramsay says, “We know too little to explain it
with certainty” (Seven Churches, p. 106). However, as the seal
which God caused to be placed on the foreheads of His subjects
was not physical but a spiritual recognition of devotion to Him,
it is best to think of the mark of the beast as the stamp of
paganism impressed upon the character and conduct of idolaters.
The boycott of Christians and the idolatry of pagans could
indeed be maintained without a literal visible sign, for the
Christian’s character and life caused the world to boycott him.
The word charagma occurs once in Acts, and eight times in
Revelation. It is possible that as gold, silver, and stone could be
“graven (charagmati) by art and device of man” (Acts 17:29), so
the minds and service of men could be completely marked or
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graven by the wiles of the commune and by the attractiveness of
the world with its power, glory, and pride symbolized in the
empire and the image of the emperor.13

The mark of the beast is not to be taken literally. I believe that the
term “mark” is used figuratively. Just as God knows who belongs to
Him, Satan knows who belongs to him. Satan works day and night
trying to deceive the elect, therefore, he must know who they are. He
would not need to place a mark on his own to distinguish them from
others. True Christians would never engage in any worship which was
not authorized by God. Likewise, their manner of life would be
different from those in the world. Paul wrote: “Only let your conversa-
tion be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see
you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in
one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel”
(Phil. 1:27). James said: “Who is a wise man and endued with
knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his
works with meekness of wisdom” (Jas. 3:13). According to Paul and
James, our conversation is the life that we live. Our life, that is, the
manner in which we live, is to be seen of men. As Jesus said: “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Mt. 5:16). The world will
always know who stands for the truth and who does not.

In his book on Revelation, Jim McGuiggan wrote:
Here’s the evil counterpart of the name of the Lord being placed
on his disciples (see 2:12; 14:1). As no literal mark was involved
in the first, so no literal mark is here involved. It is part of the
vision. Furthermore, we have here more conflict because as you
recall, in chapter 7, the elect were sealed against harm—identi-
fied by the seal as belonging to God. Here we have the mark of
the beast given to the beast’s people while the unmarked
Christians are committed to death.14

Just as God places His seal upon the forehead of those who are His
(Rev. 7:2-4), so does the beast place his seal upon those who belong to
him. The placing of the mark on the right hand and forehead is showing
that it will not be hidden. All men will be able to see it. It will not be
hidden from anyone. When the end of time comes, make no mistake,
Satan will know who has his mark and those who bear his mark will
spend an eternity with him in everlasting destruction. Likewise, those
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who bear the seal of God in their foreheads will spend eternity with
God in everlasting peace.

On this point, McGuiggan said:
Leviticus 8:22ff speaks of the right ear, hand and foot of Aaron
being anointed when he was being inaugurated into office. The
“right” side being (usually) the strongest, we have the individ-
ual’s strength devoted to the Lord. The Jews wore phylacteries
on their arms and scriptures on their foreheads. All in all, we
have here a declaration as to who is on the beast’s side and who
is on the Lord’s.15

Whether or not we agree regarding the mark of the beast being
literal or figurative, surely we can agree that it was given to identify
those who belong to Satan. Because Christians have made the decision
to serve God and to have no other gods before Him, they will always
be persecuted. It may come in the form of governmental persecutions,
or the faithful Christian may be persecuted by those who call them-
selves Christians but are not. Whatever the source of the persecutions,
the true child of God will be faithful to his Lord.

THE MAN WHOSE NUMBER IS 666
As previously stated, down through time men have come up with

different explanations regarding the man whose number is 666. The
three most commonly accepted views regarding what the number 666
symbolizes are: 1) The Papacy, 2) Nero Caesar, and 3) The Anti-
Christian power applicable to all ages. Those and some of the other
views should be considered.

Tom Bright wrote:
This symbolic number has long been a source of study, conster-
nation, manipulation and speculative hocus-pocus. This “number
of a man” has been made to refer to men down through the ages,
anywhere from ancient war lords, or medieval Pontiffs, to
nineteenth and twentieth century dictatorial rulers of various
nations of the world. Vincent says, “The method of reading
generally adopted is that ... which assigns each letter of a name
its usual numerical value, and gives the sum of such numbers as
the equivalent of the name.” As an example, he shows that in the
epistle of Barnabas, we are told that Jesus (in Greek) is ex-
pressed by “888.”
Vincent quotes Reuss in showing that almost all the historical
names of the past eighteen centuries would yield the famous
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“666,” listing such names as: Titus, Vespasian, Simon Gioras,
Julian the apostate, Genseric, Mahomet, Luther, Benedict IX,
Louis XV, Napoleon I, and the Duke of Reich-stadt.
Thus, we can see that the proposals made for the “number of a
man” are almost as varied as the names of those who have
written upon this “holding-much-sway-over-the-world num-
ber.”16

The most generally held view is that the number 666 represents
Roman Catholicism’s papacy. It is certainly the view expressed by a
great number of commentators in their explanations of Revelation
13:18. Hugo McCord said: “Since the first martyrs for Jesus’ sake, no
other universal power fitting this description has existed except Rome,
the Latin Kingdom, and no other power has existed that is represented
by the number 666.”17

Foy E. Wallace, Jr., held the view that the man under consideration
was Nero Caesar.18 Agreeing with Wallace, Bright wrote:

In my view, the culprit was Nero Caesar, who was the personifi-
cation of the persecuting power, as it waged war against the
early church. That this vile person wrought great persecution
upon the church needs no verification. This agrees with what
Hendrikson said in his introductory remarks, “A sound interpre-
tation of the Apocalypse must take as its starting point the
position that the book was intended for the believers in John’s
day and age. The book owes its origin, at least in part, to
contemporary conditions.” John wrote of “things which must
shortly come to pass” (Rev. 1:1). Thus, in the first century, there
was one to whom John specifically referred; he who was the
personification of the persecuting power, as its head. But on the
stage of time, as Satan wars against the body of Christ, there
were always those who are the personification of that which
could rightly be called the “perfection of imperfection,” that
which falls short of the divine. What better way to describe such
a one than by the use of “6” (symbol of man, imperfection) three
times (symbol of perfection)?”19

Today, many may hold that view, but I do not believe the evidence
points to Nero. Explaining the difficulty of coming up with Nero from
the number 666, one writer says:

The solution most commonly accepted today is that 666 is the
numerical equivalent of Nero Caesar. It is held to be supported
by the variant reading 616, which also yields the name of Nero



Johnie Scaggs 365

when the Latinized spelling is followed. What is not generally
stressed is that this solution asks us to calculate a Hebrew
transliteration of the Greek form of a Latin name, and that with
a defective spelling. A shift to Hebrew letters is unlikely in that
Revelation is written in Greek and there is no indication that the
riddle is to be solved by transposing it into another language.
Further, the name of Nero was apparently never suggested by the
ancient commentators even though his persecuting zeal made
him a model of the Antichrist.20

Other names have been supposedly derived from a manipulation of
the number 666, thus making each of them the man whose number is
666. Martin Luther, John Calvin, Napoleon Bonaparte, Joseph Stalin,
Adolph Hitler, and Henry Kissinger are among them.

Obviously, the number 666 is used symbolically. Furthermore, as
Hendrikson says: “A sound interpretation of the Apocalypse must take
as its starting point the position that the book was intended for the
believers in John’s day and age.”21 Thus, the Christians of John’s day
would know what the numbers 666 represented. We are told that the
number “666” is a human number (Rev. 13:18). Stated another way, it
is the number of man, not any particular man, but mankind in general
who falls short of the perfect number “7.” Tommy South wrote:

It seems more likely that “666” is an example of the numerical
symbolism so common in Revelation. Verse 18 says it is “a
human number” (literally, “the number of man,” or “of a man”).
If the number “7” is, as is generally agreed, the numerical
symbol for perfection then “6” falls short of that perfection.
Three “6s” would represent man’s continual failure to meet
God’s standards; thus, “the number of man.”
The good news about “666” is that no identification is necessary!
What is important in chapter 13 is not the number’s meaning, but
its function. It serves to identify the followers of the beast, just
as the 144,000 bear the protective mark of the Lamb (7:3; 14:1).
The number needs no “interpretation” for us to understand its
significance; it shows that one is a follower of Satan and not of
Christ. In John’s day that meant that the bearer of the “mark”
(which need not be literal or visible) had yielded to the pressure
of the second beast.”22

CONCLUSION
All must admit that “the man of sin” and the man whose number is

666 are both evil. Moreover it is evident that they continually attempt
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to get mankind to follow Satan. The age old problem, the battle
between good and evil, continues to this very day. The good news is
that this battle will ultimately be won by the Lord and all those who
follow Him. Thus, it behooves us to continue to follow in the footsteps
of our Lord and Master.

Remember, Satan can only do what you let him do. James wrote:
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you.
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye
double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your
laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you
up (Jas. 4:7-10).

If we submit ourselves to the Lord and humble ourselves with the
understanding that we are but His servants, He will lift us up and give
us a home with Him in heaven.
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